
European Policy Overview & Update
Introducing a New 

Peatland Policy Portal 
for Europe

 

Presented by Niall Ó Brolcháin 
September 2025





Key EU Policies 

Affecting 

Peatlands



What is a Peatland Policy?

Peatland Policy Categories

• Initial analysis of peatland policies.

• Expert review of draft categories.

• Extended classification.



Overview

Vision

A public toolkit for the conservation of peatlands and 
management of agriculture over peat soils and 
peatlands, which showcases and analyses peatlands, 
projects and policies from local to global levels.

Users

The portal includes a diverse collection of tools 
enabling use by multiple categories of user, including 
but not limited to decision-makers, policy-makers, 
landowners/managers, and ecologists.



Peatland Policy Portal

• A public platform using AI tools to 
reference over 400 policies from the EU 
and all EU member states plus the UK

• Support the analysis, alignment and 
development of policies 

• Display and facilitate analysis of 
peatland related policies and their local 
implications right across Europe

Transparency

of existing peatland 
policies and projects

Comparison

of different countries 
policies independent of 

language

A joint platform

that collects & organises key 
information and experience 

gained

Analysis

of policies‘ effects on the 
ground

https://peatlandpolicyportal.eu 

https://peatlandpolicyportal.eu/


Our practical challenges

• Catalogue of peatland data sources for Toolkit (all EU Member states and selected others)

• Data and materials from all EU member states - for the catalogue of policy documents and 

peatland data sources collected and elaborated

• First full version of the Multi-Peat Peatland Policy Portal to be completed by the end of 2025

• Policy Workshops using the Peatland Policy Portal with Partners and stakeholders to improve the 

portal

• Official launch of the Peatland Policy Portal with promotional brochure in 2026



Peatland Policy Portal

Mapping Tools

• Visually Mapping 

Europe’s Peatlands

• Mapping Peatland Data

• Mapping Peatland Policy 

Data

• Mapping Peatland 

Restoration Projects



CURRENT STATE

Mapping Tool

• Functionality

• Some Ireland data

• More peatlands

• More policies

PeatlandPolicyPortal.eu

Update of the European Peatland Map



Inclusion of European Policies to NUTS level 1 by June 2025

Present: Manual Alignment

Future: Alignment using AI



Peatland Policy Portal
Development Path

Governance Levels



Peatlands Policy Portal

SET Tool

• Calculates GHG 

Emissions for Peatlands

• Developed by the EU 

Interreg NWE Carbon 

Connects project

Adding User Level Functionality



Peatland Policy Portal

FFP Tool

• Calculates the  

Profitability of a 

Carbon Farm

• Developed by the 

EU Interreg NWE 

Care Peat project

Adding User Level Functionality



Inclusion of a Large Language Model





Policy questions will be answered in any language





Thank You
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